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– Artist’s understanding and application of the elements of art,
    especially color, light and texture.

– Artists use of the essential principles of art such as contrast, rhythm
    balance, proportion, harmony and economy.

– Personal engagement with approaches to themes of art such as
    nature, recording the here and now, expression of emotion and
    ideas, and fantasy to name a few.

– Skilled use of materials and techniques.

– Evoking expression and concepts in a manner that is relatable to a
    wide audience.

– Innovative portrayal of subject matter and formats.

Juror’s Criteria and Considerations



Best In Show

Ned Lacy, Shady Side, oil

I chose this work as Best 
In Show for several 
reasons. Although the 
painting of barns is a 
familiar subject, this 
depiction stands out 
because of its capturing 
of a fleeting moment of 
light that creates a 
feeling of drama and 
mystery much like the 
way Rembrandt utilized 
light. The warm and cool 
palate is very effective in 
this composition as is 
the textured brushwork. 



First Place

Barb Lennox, Dark Waters, acrylic on paper

I was immediately drawn 
to this work by its 
expressive composition. 
Personally I enjoy the 
feeling of mystery that it 
evokes. The spontaneous 
use of color, line and 
rhythm is direct and 
economical. I believe 
that it often takes more 
skill to create a purely 
abstract work, as its 
references are subjective 
and introspective 
opposed to 
representational images 
that are often confined 
by conventions of 
objectivity.



Second Place

Pam-Agan-Smith, 
A Peach On the Beach, pastel

I chose this work as it is a masterful 
portrait in pastel. From my own 
experience pastel is often a 
challenging medium to capture 
such clarity of light and form as 
seen in this portrait. The color, 
value and composition creates a 
balance between the subject and the 
environment that is natural and 
does not appear staged. The color 
scheme helps create a harmonious 
feeling overall that is appropriate in 
capturing a sweet memory of  
fleeting childhood wonder. 



Third Place

Richard Ruotolo, Cannon Street Eagle, 
digitally modified photograph

My reason for choosing 
this work can be summed 
up in its dramatic use of 
contrast-both in its visual 
composition, and also in 
its conceptual contrast of a 
natural subject in 
man-made environment. 
It is often a misconception 
that digital photography is 
somehow an easier 
medium than other 
traditional mediums. 
This is anything from the 
truth, and this work 
demonstrates a great deal 
of artistic knowledge and 
technical finesse to 
produce a dramatic work 
such as this. 



Honorable Mention

I was drawn to this work 
because of its simple yet 
effective use of complementary 
warm and cool color. The image 
is a masterful use of expressive 
brushwork in this semi abstract 
landscape. The work effectively 
uses the principle of economy 
by capturing form and emotion 
in a fresh, direct and expressive 
way. The use of metallic 
highlights adds to the 
heightened visual appeal to this 
landscape. 

Bev Braun, Misty Morn, 
mixed media



Honorable Mention

Margaret Carrick, Pandemic, oil

I chose this piece as it 
captures a theme 
sometimes overlooked by 
artists – the depiction of 
imagery from the here 
and now. This is a history 
painting about the times 
we live in. The 
composition effectively 
uses a limited cool color 
scheme that helps express 
the feeling of a clinical 
hospital setting.



Honorable Mention

I chose this work because its 
complex composition of 
organic rhythm and color 
harmony. The work’s title 
2020 was a clue for the 
inspiration of the subject 
matter. This work to me is 
an expressive inward look 
into the artist’s experience 
with a year of historic 
consequences. The work is 
controlled despite a very 
active composition by the 
use of warm and cool 
passages. Overall a work 
with a strong emotional 
impact. Suzan Barczak,  2020, Watercolor



CONGRATULATIONS 

to the award winners and to all the  
talented artists who participated in 
this well planned and successful 
exhibition.

~ Joel Chapin


